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Anglican Parish of Altona/Laverton 
 

MORNING PRAYER 
 

Sunday 25 October 2020 
21st Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Welcome to this service of Morning Prayer, and thank you for joining us whether from near or far. 
Please add your voice and your prayers as we worship God together. 

The service of Morning Prayer has its roots in the daily pattern of prayer and worship in monastic communities. 
The liturgy draws richly on the scriptures: both in the appointed psalms and readings, and also in other songs 
(canticles) and responses. Today’s pew sheet (see www.anglicanaltlav.org.au/pew-sheets) contains a third 
reading, set for today but not included in this service. 

 
 
 
 
 

This is the day that the Lord has made. 
We will rejoice and be glad in it.  

Psalm 118.24 

Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit:  
as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
The Opening Canticle, A Song of God’s Mercy 

God who is rich in mercy: out of the great love with 
which he loved us, 

Even when we were dead through our trespasses: 
made us alive together with Christ, 

And raised us up with him: and made us sit with him 
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 

That he might show the immeasurable riches of his 
grace: in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. 

 

Ephesians 2.4-7 

 
 
The Opening Prayer 

The night has passed and the day lies open before us;  
let us pray with one heart and mind.  

  
Silence may be kept. 

  

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,  
so may the light of your presence, O God,  
set our hearts on fire with love for you;  
now and for ever.   Amen. 
 
 
 

Confession 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
confident in God’s forgiveness. 

Merciful God, 
our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
and in what we have failed to do: 
we have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
Father, forgive us. 
Strengthen us to love and obey you 
in newness of life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you your 
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life.   Amen. 
 
 
 

Psalm 

Lord, you have been our refuge: from one generation 
to another. 

Before the mountains were born or the earth and the 
world were brought to be: from eternity to eternity 
you are God. 

You turn us back into dust: saying ‘Return to dust, O 
children of Adam.’ 

For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday 
passing: or like one watch of the night. 

You cut them short like a dream: like the fresh grass 
of the morning; 

In the morning it is green and flourishes: at evening it 
is withered and dried up. 

Relent, O Lord; how long will you be angry?: take 
pity on your servants. 
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O satisfy us early with your mercy: that all our days 
we may rejoice and sing. 

Give us joy for all the days you have afflicted us: for 
the years we have suffered adversity. 

Show your servants your work: and let their children 
see your glory. 

May the gracious favour of the Lord our God be upon 
us: prosper the work of our hands, O prosper the 
work of our hands. 

(90.1-6, 13-17) 

 
 
Almighty God, 
our eternal refuge, 
teach us to live with the knowledge of our death 
and to rejoice in the promise of your glory, 
revealed to us in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 

Reading from the First Testament (Hebrew Bible) 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy. 
 
Then Moses hiked up from the Moabite plains to 
Mount Nebo, the peak of the Pisgah slope, which 
faces Jericho. The LORD showed him the whole land: 
the Gilead region as far as Dan’s territory; all the 
parts belonging to Naphtali along with the land of 
Ephraim and Manasseh, as well as the entirety of 
Judah as far as the Mediterranean Sea; also the arid 
southern plain, and the plain—including the Jericho 
Valley, Palm City—as far as Zoar. 

Then the LORD said to Moses: “This is the land that I 
swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob when I 
promised: ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I have 
shown it to you with your own eyes; however, you 
will not cross over into it.” 

Then Moses, the LORD’s servant, died—right there in 
the land of Moab, according to the LORD’s command. 
The LORD buried him in a valley in Moabite country 
across from Beth-peor. Even now, no one knows 
where Moses’ grave is. 

Moses was 120 years old when he died. His eyesight 
wasn’t impaired, and his vigour hadn’t diminished a 
bit. 

Back down in the Moabite plains, the Israelites 
mourned Moses’ death for thirty days. At that point, 
the time for weeping and for mourning Moses was 
over.  

Joshua, Nun’s son, was filled with wisdom because 
Moses had placed his hands on him. So the Israelites 
listened to Joshua, and they did exactly what the 
LORD commanded Moses. 

No prophet like Moses has yet emerged in Israel; 
Moses knew the LORD face-to-face! That’s not even 
to mention all those signs and wonders that the LORD 
sent Moses to do in Egypt—to Pharaoh, to all his 

servants, and to his entire land— as well as all the 
extraordinary power that Moses displayed before 
Israel’s own eyes! 

(34.1-12; CEB) 

Here ends the first reading. 
 
 
 

Reading from the New Testament 

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew. 
 
When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had left the 
Sadducees speechless, they met together. One of 
them, a legal expert, tested him. “Teacher, what is the 
greatest commandment in the Law?” 

He replied, “You must love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your being, and with all your 
mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. 
And the second is like it: You must love your 
neighbour as you love yourself. All the Law and the 
Prophets depend on these two commands.” 

Now as the Pharisees were gathering, Jesus asked 
them, “What do you think about the Christ? Whose 
son is he?” 

“David’s son,” they replied. 

He said, “Then how is it that David, inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, called him Lord when he said, The Lord 
said to my lord, ‘Sit at my right side until I turn your 
enemies into your footstool’? If David calls him Lord, 
how can he be David’s son?” Nobody was able to 
answer him. And from that day forward nobody 
dared to ask him anything.’” 

(22.34-46; CEB) 

Here ends the second reading. 
 
 
 

The readings are followed by a short period of silence for 
reflection, then the response 

May your word live in us  
 and bear much fruit to your glory. 
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The Canticle, The Song of Zechariah (Benedictus) 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel:  
   who has come to his people and set them free.  
The Lord has raised up for us a mighty Saviour:  
   born of the house of his servant David.  
Through the holy prophets, God promised of old:  
   to save us from our enemies, from the hands of  
   all who hate us,  
To show mercy to our forebears:  
   and to remember his holy covenant.  
This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:  
   to set us free from the hands of our enemies,  
Free to worship him without fear:  
   holy and righteous before him, all the days of our  
   life.  
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the 
Most High:  
   for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,  
To give his people knowledge of salvation:  
   by the forgiveness of their sins.  
In the tender compassion of our God:  
   the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  
To shine on those who dwell in darkness  
and the shadow of death:  
   and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

Luke 1.68–79 

 
  
 
Sermon  

Nils von Kalm, Anglican Overseas Aid 
 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ,  
God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;  
from there he will come to judge  
the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
 
 

  

The Prayers 

Lord have mercy.  
Christ have mercy.  
Lord have mercy.  
 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.  

 
The Collect of the Day 

O God, whose Son has taught us that love is the 
fulfilment of your law: stir up within us the fire of 
your Holy Spirit, and pour into our hearts your 
greatest gift of love, so that we may love you with 
our whole being, and our neighbours as ourselves; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

 
 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings. 
 
  

The Morning Collect 

Eternal God and Father,  
by whose power we are created 
and by whose love we are redeemed;  
guide and strengthen us by your Spirit,  
that we may give ourselves to your service,  
and live this day in love to one another and to you;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Let us praise the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
  
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us 
all evermore. Amen.  

2 Corinthians 13.14 

 
 
 
 
 
Material in this service is taken from A Prayer Book for Australia 
(1995), Common Worship: Daily Prayer (2005). 


