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Anglican Parish of Altona/Laverton 
 

MORNING PRAYER 
 

Sunday 25 July 2021 
St James, Apostle and Martyr 

 
Welcome to this service of Morning Prayer, and thank you for joining us whether 
from near or far. Please add your voice and your prayers as we worship God 
together. 

The service of Morning Prayer has its roots in the daily pattern of prayer and worship 
in monastic communities. The liturgy draws richly on the scriptures: both in the 
appointed psalms and readings, and also in other songs (canticles) and responses. 
Today’s pew sheet (see www.anglicanaltlav.org.au/pew-sheets) contains a third 
reading, set for today but not included in this service. 
 
 
 

 
This is the day that the Lord has made. 
We will rejoice and be glad in it.  

Psalm 118.24 
 

Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit:  
as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
The Canticle, A Song of God’s Grace 

Blessed are you, the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: for you have blessed us in Christ 
Jesus with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places. 

You chose us to be yours in Christ before the 
foundation of the world: that we should be holy 
and blameless before you. 

In love you destined us to be your children, 
through Jesus Christ: according to the purpose 
of your will, 

To the praise of your glorious grace: which you 
freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.’ 

 
Ephesians 1.3-6 

 
 
The Opening Prayer 

The night has passed and the day lies open before us;  
let us pray with one heart and mind.  

  
Silence may be kept. 

  

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,  
so may the light of your presence, O God,  
set our hearts on fire with love for you;  
now and for ever.   Amen. 

Confession 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
confident in God’s forgiveness. 
Merciful God, 
our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
and in what we have failed to do: 
we have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
Father, forgive us. 
Strengthen us to love and obey you 
in newness of life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you your 
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life.   Amen. 
 
 
 

Psalm 

When the Lord turned again the fortunes of Zion: 
then were we like those restored to life. 

Then was our mouth filled with laughter: and our 
tongue with singing. 

Then said they among the heathen: ‘The Lord has 
done great things for them.’ 

Truly the Lord has done great things for us: and 
therefore we rejoiced. 

Turn again our fortunes, O Lord: as the streams 
return to the dry south. 
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Those who sow in tears: shall reap with songs of joy. 
They that go out weeping, bearing the seed: shall 

come again in gladness, bringing their sheaves 
with them. 

(126) 

 
Lord, as you send rain and flowers even to the 
wilderness, renew us by your Holy Spirit,  
help us to sow good seed in time of adversity and to 
live to rejoice in your good harvest of all creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 

Reading from the First Testament (Hebrew Bible) 

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah 
 
In the fourth year of Judah’s King Jehoiakim, 
Josiah’s son, Baruch was writing in a scroll the words 
that Jeremiah was dictating to him. Jeremiah the 
prophet told Baruch, Neriah’s son: This is what the 
LORD the God of Israel proclaims about you, Baruch: 
You have said, “I can’t take it anymore! The LORD 
has added sorrow to my pain. I’m worn out from 
groaning and can find no rest.” This is what you 
should say to him: “The LORD proclaims: I’m 
breaking down everything I have built up. I’m 
digging up that which I have planted—the entire 
land. You seek great things for yourself, but don’t 
bother. I’m bringing disaster on all humanity, 
declares the LORD, but wherever you go I will let you 
escape with your life.” 

(45.1-5; CEB) 

Here ends the first reading. 
 
 
 

Reading from the New Testament 

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew 
 
Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus 
along with her sons. Bowing before him, she asked a 
favour of him. 

“What do you want?” he asked. 

She responded, “Say that these two sons of mine will 
sit, one on your right hand and one on your left, in 
your kingdom.” 

Jesus replied, “You don’t know what you’re asking! 
Can you drink from the cup that I’m about to drink 
from?” 

They said to him, “We can.” 

He said to them, “You will drink from my cup, but to 
sit at my right or left hand isn’t mine to give. It 
belongs to those for whom my Father prepared it.” 

Now when the other ten disciples heard about this, 
they became angry with the two brothers. But Jesus 

called them over and said, “You know that those who 
rule the Gentiles show off their authority over them 
and their high-ranking officials order them around. 
But that’s not the way it will be with you. Whoever 
wants to be great among you will be your servant. 
Whoever wants to be first among you will be your 
slave— just as the Human One didn’t come to be 
served but rather to serve and to give his life to 
liberate many people.” 

(20.20-28; CEB) 

Here ends the second reading. 
 
 

The readings are followed by a short period of silence for 
reflection, then the response 

May your word live in us  
 and bear much fruit to your glory. 
 
 
 

The Canticle, The Song of Zechariah (Benedictus) 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel: who has 
come to his people and set them free. 

The Lord has raised up for us a mighty Saviour: 
born of the house of his servant David.  

Through the holy prophets, God promised of old: 
to save us from our enemies, from the hands of 
all who hate us,  

To show mercy to our forebears: and to 
remember his holy covenant.  

This was the oath God swore to our father 
Abraham: to set us free from the hands of our 
enemies,  

Free to worship him without fear: holy and 
righteous before him, all the days of ourlife.  

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the 
Most High: for you will go before the Lord to 
prepare his way,  

To give his people knowledge of salvation: by the 
forgiveness of their sins.  

In the tender compassion of our God: the dawn 
from on high shall break upon us,  

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 
shadow of death: and to guide our feet into the 
way of peace.  

Luke 1.68–79 

 
 
 
Sermon  
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The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ,  
God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;  
from there he will come to judge  
the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
 

 
The Prayers 

Lord have mercy.  
Christ have mercy.  
Lord have mercy.  
 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.  

 
 

 
The Collect of the Day 

Merciful God, 
whose holy apostle James, 
leaving his father and all that he had, 
was obedient to the calling of your Son Jesus Christ 
   and followed him even to death: 
help us, forsaking the false attractions of the world, 
to be ready at all times to answer your call without  
   delay; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings 

 
concluding with the Parish Prayer: 

Creator Spirit, God beyond our knowing,  
your love has been poured into our hearts.  
Renew our trust in you,  
and shape our lives to the call of Jesus,  
our crucified and risen Lord.  
Make us a people of blessing and hope,  
so that neighbours and strangers may be drawn  
to the compassion of Christ. Amen. 

 
  
 

The Morning Collect 

Eternal God and Father,  
by whose power we are created 
and by whose love we are redeemed;  
guide and strengthen us by your Spirit,  
that we may give ourselves to your service,  
and live this day in love to one another and to you;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Let us praise the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
  
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us 
all evermore. Amen.  

2 Corinthians 13.14 

 
 
Material in this service is taken from A Prayer Book for Australia 
(1995), Common Worship: Daily Prayer (2005). 


