A N G L I C A N PAR I S H O F A L T O N A / L AV E R T O N
St Eanswythe’s Altona
St Clement’s Altona Meadows
O Te Wairua Tapu Ki Poipiripi

To proclaim God’s love and life in Christ:

growing in faith  serving others  nurturing a common life

2nd January 2022
EPIPHANY
7:45am Holy Eucharist, St Eanswythe’s
9:30am Combined Parish Eucharist, St Eanswythe’s
5pm All-age Eucharist, St Clement’s

Wominjeka :: Haere mai
Welcome

Our parish lies on the country of the Kulin nation. We recognise and honour the Indigenous
custodians of this land over countless generations, and we pay our respects to their elders,
past and present. We commit ourselves to the path of reconciliation, justice and healing
(including to Pay The Rent to local First Nations people).

Epiphany

and the revealing of the Christ
Epiphany literally means “an appearance” or “manifestation”, when someone or
something is revealed and seen.
In the church calendar, the feast of the Epiphany marks the revealing of Jesus at
the start of his life and ministry, and is celebrated on 6th January, at the end of the
12 days of Christmas. We hear the story, as told in Matthew’s Gospel, of
mysterious learned visitors from the east who come to worship Jesus (probably as
a toddler rather than a baby). They can be seen as representing the best wisdom of
the wider Gentile world, paying homage to the new king who is Emmanuel, God
with us. Their story also introduces the Epiphany theme of light: the light of the
star in Matthew’s account, and then by extension Jesus as the light of the nations.
The feast of Epiphany originated in the Eastern (Orthodox) Church, where its
focus was (and remains) the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist: the moment
when the heavens were opened and a voice from heaven declared Jesus to be
God’s beloved Son. When Epiphany began to be celebrated in the West from the
4th century, its emphasis shifted to the visit of the Magi; the Sunday immediately
after Epiphany later became a separate feast of Jesus’ baptism.
One further episode traditionally associated with Epiphany is the wedding feast at
Cana, where Jesus turned water into wine. John’s Gospel tells that Jesus here
“revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him.” This year, we hear this
Gospel on the second Sunday after Epiphany.
In all of this, Epiphany carries the sense of an appearance, a revelation: of God
appearing, being revealed, to Israel and all nations, and to us, in a new way. Jesus
is God’s extraordinary act of self-revelation, in his birth, baptism, ministry, death,
resurrection and ascension.
We celebrate your glory
made present in our midst.
In the coming of the magi
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations.
In the waters of baptism
Jesus was revealed as the Christ,
the Saviour sent to redeem us.
In the water made wine
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast.
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy.
(Prayer from the Church of England)
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Gathering in God’s name

We meet in God’s name, as God’s people—children of God in all our rich diversity, with all
that we carry from the complexity of our lives.
We turn to God in praise and prayer; this includes recalling all that has separated us from
God, and claiming the love and forgiveness that is always held out to us.
The Collect then ‘collects’ these prayers and turns our attention towards the Bible readings
which will follow.

Hymn
1. Bethlehem, what greater city
can in fame with you compare?
For the gracious God of heaven
chose to meet our people there.

3. From the East come men of
learning,
rich the treasures that they hold—
tributes to a greater wisdom,
gifts of incense, myrrh and gold.

2. Was there ever beauty brighter
than the star which shone that night
to proclaim the incarnation
of our God, the world’s true light?

4. Sacrifice, redeemer, saviour!
Incense shows that God has come,
myrrh foretells his silent tomb.

5. Jesus Christ, to you be glory,
Lord of lords whom we adore
with the Father and the Spirit:
God be praised for evermore!
Words: Michael Perry (1942-1996)

© Michael Perry - The Jubilate Group (Admin. by Hope Publishing Company)
Used by permission. CCLI Licence #285867

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Confession and Absolution
Christ the Son of God has been revealed as a light to the nations.
Let us bring our darkness to his light, confessing our sins in penitence and
faith.
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Merciful God,
our maker and our judge,
we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:
we have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you
in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:
pardon you and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness
and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Collect (prayer of the day)
Everlasting God,
who brought the nations to your light
and kings to the brightness of your rising:
fill the world with your glory,
and show yourself to all the nations;
through him who is the true light and the bright morning star,
Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Opening the Scriptures

The readings come from different parts of the Bible: different perspectives on the great story of
God’s presence and purpose among us. In the psalm we respond with the ancient words of
prayer of God’s people.
The sermon adds to our own reflections on the readings, and then we respond by affirming
the faith as handed to us from previous generations.
We bring our prayers for the world and the Church, trusting that all things and all people are
in God’s hands.
At the greeting of peace, we recognise that God’s gift of peace constantly renews our human
relationships and forms us as the Body of Christ.
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First Reading
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
Arise! Shine! Your light has come;
the Lord’s glory has shone upon you.
Though darkness covers the earth
and gloom the nations,
the Lord will shine upon you;
God’s glory will appear over you.
Nations will come to your light
and kings to your dawning radiance.
Lift up your eyes and look all around:
they are all gathered; they have come to you.
Your sons will come from far away,
and your daughters on caregivers’ hips.
Then you will see and be radiant;
your heart will tremble and open wide,
because the sea’s abundance will be turned over to you;
the nations’ wealth will come to you.
Countless camels will cover your land,
young camels from Midian and Ephah.
They will all come from Sheba,
carrying gold and incense,
proclaiming the Lord’s praises.

Hear the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(60.1-6; CEB)

Psalm
Give the king your judgement, O God: and your righteousness to the son of a
king,
That he may judge your people rightly: and the poor of the land with
equity.
Let the mountains be laden with peace because of his righteousness: and the
hills also with prosperity for his people.
May he give justice to the poor among the people: and rescue the children
of the needy, and crush the oppressor.
May he live while the sun endures: and while the moon gives light, throughout
all generations.
May he come down like rain upon the new-mown fields: and as showers
that water the earth.
In his time shall righteousness flourish: and abundance of peace, till the moon
shall be no more.
The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring tribute: the kings of
Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts.
All kings shall fall down before him: and all nations do him service.
He will deliver the needy when they cry: and the poor that have no helper.
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He will pity the helpless and the needy: and save the lives of the poor.
He will redeem them from oppression and violence: and their blood shall
be precious in his sight.

(72.1-7, 10-14)

Second Reading
A reading from the letter to the Ephesians.
This is why I, Paul, am a prisoner of Christ for you Gentiles.
You’ve heard, of course, about the responsibility to distribute God’s grace, which
God gave to me for you, right? God showed me his secret plan in a revelation, as I
mentioned briefly before (when you read this, you’ll understand my insight into the
secret plan about Christ). Earlier generations didn’t know this hidden plan that God
has now revealed to his holy apostles and prophets through the Spirit. This plan is that
the Gentiles would be coheirs and parts of the same body, and that they would share
with the Jews in the promises of God in Christ Jesus through the gospel. I became a
servant of the gospel because of the grace that God showed me through the exercise of
his power.
God gave his grace to me, the least of all God’s people, to preach the good news
about the immeasurable riches of Christ to the Gentiles. God sent me to reveal the
secret plan that had been hidden since the beginning of time by God, who created
everything. God’s purpose is now to show the rulers and powers in the heavens the
many different varieties of his wisdom through the church. This was consistent with
the plan he had from the beginning of time that he accomplished through Christ Jesus
our Lord. In Christ we have bold and confident access to God through faith in him.

(3.1-12; CEB)

Hear the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Hymn 323
Born in the night
(at 9:30, found in the red hymn book Together in Song)

The Gospel
Alleluia. Alleluia.
We have seen his star in the East; and have come to adore the Lord.
Alleluia.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
A reading from the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the territory of Judea during the rule of King
Herod, magi came from the east to Jerusalem. They asked, “Where is the newborn
king of the Jews? We’ve seen his star in the east, and we’ve come to honour him.”
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When King Herod heard this, he was troubled, and everyone in Jerusalem was
troubled with him. He gathered all the chief priests and the legal experts and asked
them where the Christ was to be born. They said, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is
what the prophet wrote:
You, Bethlehem, land of Judah,
by no means are you least among the rulers of Judah,
because from you will come one who governs,
who will shepherd my people Israel.”
Then Herod secretly called for the magi and found out from them the time when
the star had first appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
carefully for the child. When you’ve found him, report to me so that I too may go and
honour him.” When they heard the king, they went; and look, the star they had seen in
the east went ahead of them until it stood over the place where the child was. When
they saw the star, they were filled with joy. They entered the house and saw the child
with Mary his mother. Falling to their knees, they honoured him. Then they opened
their treasure chests and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
Because they were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their
own country by another route.

(2.1-12; CEB)

For the Gospel of the Lord:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Sermon

Nicene Creed
Let us together affirm the faith of the Church:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
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On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Let us pray for all people and for the Church throughout the world.
The response to the prayers is

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude with our Parish Prayer

God of this ancient land, holy beyond time and place,
you search us out and name us your beloved children.
Work in us to fulfil your longing and compassion for every person.
Send your Spirit to renew our life,
and give us courage to rise and follow where Jesus calls. Amen.

The Greeting of Peace
Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of peace
there shall be no end.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Everyone is invited to turn to those around, and offer a greeting of peace from where you
stand.
Offerings of money or groceries can be placed in the basket/box provided.
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Celebrating at the Lord’s table

Our offerings of money and groceries remind us that we are called to participate with our
lives and livelihoods in the coming of God’s kingdom of justice, healing and peace.
In the Great Thanksgiving, the priest voices the prayer of the whole assembly, recalling the
mighty acts of God, Jesus’ saving death and resurrection, and his last meal with his friends.
The prayer calls on the Holy Spirit to make Christ present in our sharing of bread and wine,
and to remake us as Christ’s body in the world. We respond with the Lord’s Prayer, as the
crucified and risen Jesus prays anew through us.
Our sharing is a gift of grace, a communion with Jesus and with each other. There is a place
here for each and every person.

Hymn 314
As with gladness men of old
(at 9:30, found in the red hymn book Together in Song)
Prayer over the gifts
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour,
and the majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you, and of your own do we give you.
The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The priest prays on behalf of all, praising God for God’s mighty acts. All respond:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Last Supper is recalled, including Jesus’ command to continue sharing bread and wine: in memory
of him, and proclaiming his death and resurrection. All respond:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The prayer calls on God’s blessing and looks to the fulfilling of all things within the goodness of God.
All join in affirming:

Blessing and honour and glory and power
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread and the Communion
The priest breaks the bread and says

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
We who are many are one body,
for we all share in the one bread.
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ in
remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with
thanksgiving.
This is the Lord’s table. All who seek God’s mercy are welcome.
Everyone is invited to share communion or receive a blessing: please come forward as
indicated and stand at one of the places marked in white. Children who have been baptised
are welcome to share communion. If you would prefer not to share communion, please
indicate when the minister comes to you.
While communion is being shared, we sing:

Take, O take me as I am;
summon out what I shall be;
set your seal upon my heart
and live in me.

Words: John L Bell

© 1995 Wild Goose Resource Group, Iona Community, Glasgow, Scotland, G2 3DH
(Admin. by Willow Publishing Pty. Ltd.) Used by permission. CCLI Licence #285867.
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Going into the world

The Eucharist is food for the journey of faith, whatever awaits us as we go out to the rest of
our lives. We have been renewed, transformed, and blessed: now we take that blessing to share
with others, in our words and actions, our hearts and lives.
‘The Eucharist never ends—it must be lived.’

Notices

Post-Communion Prayer
God of heaven, dwelling among us,
we thank you for feeding us with this holy food.
By your grace keep us ever faithful
to your Word made flesh
that as his body in the world
we may bring your presence to all people.
Most loving God, you send us into the world you love.
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage
in the power of your Spirit.
Hymn 459
In Christ there is no east or west
(at 9:30, found in the red hymn book Together in Song)
Blessing and Sending out
Christ our Lord, to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts,
reveal to you his glory and pour upon you the riches of his grace;
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Material for this service is taken from A Prayer Book for Australia (1995) and Common Worship: Services and
Prayers for the Church of England (2000) and is reproduced by permission.
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Worship through the week
Praying together and at home
READINGS
Take some time to prepare for worship together by exploring the readings beforehand.
Some things to notice might be:
Is anything here particularly relevant to my situation at this time?
Is there anything here that doesn’t immediately make sense to me?
What comes just before and just after this section of the Bible?
Does this remind me of something elsewhere in the Bible?
Readings for next Sunday: 9th January (Baptism of our Lord)
Isaiah 43.1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8.14-17; Luke 3.15-22

DAILY PRAYER
Morning Prayer is shared at Eanswythe’s through the week: see the back page for
times this week.

For our prayers:

Our parish & community: For safety for
those travelling during the school holidays.

The world and nation: For all those
bereaved, injured or displaced from
continuing violence in Myanmar.

Those with particular needs at this time:
Vivienne, Nalani, Lola.

The Church:

The communion of saints:
Those who have died recently: Desmond Tutu,
John Lawley.
Year’s mind: Eve Underhay (6). Kingsford
Teagle (8).

World Council of Churches: For the Church in

Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon and
Palestine. For Christians who are facing
persecution and martyrdom, and for those
who pray and grieve for them.
Anglican Church of Australia: The Diocese of the
Northern Territory (Bp Greg Anderson,
clergy & people).
Diocese of Melbourne: Archbishop Philip and
Bishop Kate; St Thomas’, Winchelsea w.
Holy Trinity, Barrabool and St Paul's, Deans
Marsh (Wendy Gravolin).

To add a name to the public pew sheet prayer
list, for those needing prayers now or to be
remembered on the anniversary of their
death, please contact one of the clergy.
If you have a prayer request to be included as
we gather regularly for prayer throughout
the week, please find the
prayer box near the church
entrance and fill out a card,
or contact one of the clergy.

Agencies supported by our parish:
Anglican Overseas Aid – for work with
partners in Gaza, India, Vanuatu and the
Solomon Islands.
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Sharing the path of faith
reflections from the clergy and our parish community
Dear friends,
This week there has been an outpouring of gratitude and respect for Archbishop
Emeritus Desmond Tutu, who died in Cape Town on Boxing Day, aged 90. He
was without doubt one of the most significant Christian leaders of his time: he
used the authority of his ministry within the Anglican Church to challenge the
apartheid regime in South Africa, and to defend human dignity wherever people
are oppressed or excluded.
American author Jim Wallis describes one moment of Tutu’s faith and courage:
During the deepest, darkest days of apartheid when the government tried
to shut down opposition by cancelling a political rally, Archbishop
Desmond Tutu declared that he would hold a church service instead.
St. George’s Cathedral in Cape Town was filled with worshippers. Outside
the cathedral hundreds of police gathered, a show of force intended to
intimidate. As Tutu was preaching they entered the Cathedral, armed, and
lined the walls. They took out notebooks and recorded Tutu’s words.
But Tutu would not be intimidated. He preached against the evils of
apartheid, declaring it could not endure. At one extraordinary point he
addressed the police directly:
‘You are powerful. You are very powerful, but you are not gods and I serve
a God who cannot be mocked. So, since you’ve already lost, since you’ve
already lost, I invite you today to come and join the winning side!’
With that the congregation erupted in dance and song.
The police didn’t know what to do. Their attempts at intimidation had
failed, overcome by the archbishop’s confidence that God and goodness
would triumph over evil. It was but a matter of time.
What an extraordinary proclamation of Christian hope! This is indeed the heart
of the gospel: to look in the eye all that would diminish life, and to announce
that its apparent power is as nothing, in the face of the God who raised Jesus
from the dead.
This hope is summed up in a prayer by Archbishop Tutu:
Goodness is stronger than evil.
Love is stronger than hate.
Light is stronger than darkness.
Life is stronger than death.
Victory is ours through him who loved us.
May that hope be ours too, all the days of our life.
Chris
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Notes and news
for your information and prayers, from around and beyond the parish
All services are now open to everyone, and masks need to be worn whenever
we are indoors. All are encouraged to share refreshments outdoors, and only
those who have been vaccinated may do so indoors. Thank you for your
understanding as we care for each other in these uncertain times.
Services in January
This weekend we begin a trial of a new 5pm service at St Clement’s—young
and old worshipping together in a slightly more relaxed mode. Do join in as we
discover together what this may become!
Our services each Sunday in January will be:
7:45am Eucharist, St Eanswythe’s
9:30am Eucharist (combined parish service), St Eanswythe’s
5pm
Eucharist (a more relaxed service for all ages), St Clement’s
Les King’s funeral
The funeral for Les King will be this Wednesday 5th January, 2pm at St
Eanswythe’s (with refreshments afterwards at Kooringal Golf Club). There is
likely to be quite a crowd, including extra seating in the hall. The service will
also be live streamed at nelsonbros.com.au
Christmas Bowl Appeal
If you haven’t already, please do consider giving to the Christmas Bowl
Appeal—either using the envelopes in church, or online at mycb.link/46652
Keeping in touch...
 Please take this pew sheet with you, for your reference and prayers during the
week.
 If you are or have been away for a Sunday, you can see recent pew sheets on our
website at www.anglicanaltlav.org.au/pew-sheets
 Visit www.facebook.com/anglicanaltlav for photos, links, news and updates.
 If you don’t already receive our weekly email including news, changes of service
times, and other updates, please send your email address to
parish@anglicanaltlav.org.au
Giving...

anglicanaltlav.org.au/giving
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The Anglican Parish of Altona/Laverton
www.anglicanaltlav.org.au
Tel: 9398 1005 parish@anglicanaltlav.org.au
PO Box 48, Altona VIC 3018
St Eanswythe’s, cnr Bent and Queen Streets, Altona
St Clement’s, 85-95 Central Ave, Altona Meadows
St Clement’s telephone [when church is attended] - 7012 6800

Vicar:
The Rev’d Chris Lancaster

Churchwardens:
Lily Griffin
Anita McAnda
Scott Pitcher

0423 199 850 chris.lancaster@anglicanaltlav.org.au

Assistant Curate:
The Rev’d Kathryn Bellhouse

0416 378 748 kathryn.bellhouse@anglicanaltlav.org.au

Assistant Priest & Maori Minister:
The Rev’d Danny McRoberts

Child Safe Officer:

The Rev’d Kathryn Bellhouse

0448 841 196 dann.mcroberts@gmail.com

This week in our parish:
Sunday 2nd January
EPIPHANY
7:45am Holy Eucharist, St Eanswythe’s
9:30am Sung Eucharist, St Eanswythe’s
5pm All-age Eucharist, St Clement’s

Thursday 6th
9am Morning Prayer, St Eanswythe’s

Friday 7th
9am Morning Prayer, St Eanswythe’s

Tuesday 4th
9am Morning Prayer, St Eanswythe’s
Wednesday 5th
9am Morning Prayer, St Eanswythe’s
2pm Funeral service for Les King, St
Eanswythe’s

Sunday 9th January
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
7:45am Holy Eucharist, St Eanswythe’s
9:30am Sung Eucharist, St Eanswythe’s
5pm All-age Eucharist, St Clement’s

SUNDAY SCHOOL 8:45am St Clement’s and 10:30am St Eanswythe’s (in recess during January)
Groups meeting regularly in the parish:
: Tuesdays in term time, 10am at St Eanswythe’s.
Clementines Playgroup: Fridays in term time, 9:30am at St Clement’s. Contact Louise (9395 5472)
Reflective Bible Study: monthly at the Vicarage, first Wednesday evening at 7:30pm.
Caritas: monthly at St Eanswythe’s, 2nd Tuesday evening at 7pm.

