
A N G L I C A N  PAR I S H  O F  A L T O N A / L A V E R T O N  
 

St Eanswythe’s Altona 

St Clement’s Altona Meadows 
 O Te Wairua Tapu Ki Poipiripi 

 
 

To proclaim God’s love and life in Christ: 
growing in faith  serving others  nurturing a common life 

 
 

28th May 2023 
DAY OF PENTECOST 

 

 

8:30am St Clement’s  ::  10:30am St Eanswythe’s  ::  1:00pm Te Wairua Tapu 
 

 

 

 

Wominjeka  ::  Haere mai 

Welcome

 

Our parish lies on the country of the Kulin nation. We recognise and honour the Indigenous 
custodians of this land over countless generations, and we pay our respects to their elders, 
past and present.  We commit ourselves to the path of reconciliation, justice and healing 
(including to Pay The Rent to local First Nations people). 
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Easter 
 
The Great Fifty Days of Eastertide form a single festival period: seven 
weeks in which the Church celebrates the risen Christ with wonder, love 
and praise. 

After the starker, penitential liturgies of Lent and Holy Week, Easter 
arrives with a burst of light and joy. We proclaim the resurrection in our 
liturgical greeting (“Christ is risen…”) and in the repeated Alleluia 
acclamation. The Easter (Paschal) Candle burns prominently in our midst 
throughout this season, and the liturgical colour is festive white, 
emphasising the light and brightness of the resurrection. 

Easter is closely associated with our baptism, our own passing over into life 
in Christ: “when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised 
with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the 
dead.” (Colossians 2.12) The liturgies of the Easter Vigil and of Easter Day 
include a renewal of our baptismal promises, and throughout this season we 
say the Apostles’ Creed, the baptismal statement of faith. The baptism font 
stands prominently in our midst, as the foundational place of forgiveness, 
of release into the freedom of the children of God.  

So Easter recalls us to the identity in the risen Christ which is ours both 
individually and as the Church, the Body of Christ. We are the people who 
have proclaimed “I turn to Christ”; we are the people who have passed 
through the water and emerged into a place of new beginning and new life. 

Since the late fourth century, the fortieth day of Easter has been a particular 
celebration of Christ’s ascension. Jesus commissions his disciples to 
continue his work, he promises the gift of the Holy Spirit, and then he is no 
longer among them in the flesh. The ascension is therefore closely 
connected with the theme of mission. The arrival of the promised gift of the 
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost (the fiftieth day) completes and crowns 
the Easter Festival. 

 
The power of the Creator who brings life out of death, 
     be in this place. 
The risen Christ be your constant companion. 
The healing embrace of the Holy Spirit encircle you 
     so that you see resurrection ever about you. 

a prayer by 
Chris Polhill 
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 Gathering in God’s name 
We meet in God’s name, as God’s people—children of God in all our rich diversity, with all 
that we carry from the complexity of our lives. 
We turn to God in praise and prayer; this includes recalling all that has separated us from 
God, and claiming the love and forgiveness that is always held out to us.  
The Collect then ‘collects’ these prayers and turns our attention towards the Bible readings 
which will follow. 
 
Opening Hymn 572: O Thou who camest from above 
 (found in the red hymn book Together in Song) 

 
 

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 
 

Christ is risen. Alleluia! 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Jesus Christ, whom we worship, is our crucified, risen and ascended Lord and 
we have walked with him through his journey of love. 

We have faced the agony of his suffering and death on a cross. 

We have rejoiced at his bursting free from the bonds of death. 

We have enjoyed his risen presence with us and his revelation of himself 
through the breaking of bread. 

We have seen his return to the throne before which every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess that this Jesus is Lord. 

And now, with the followers of his own time, we celebrate the coming of the 
promised Holy Spirit, his gift to his people, through whom we make Christ 
known to the world. 
 
 

As we wait in silence, 
  make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we listen to your word, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we worship you in majesty, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your refreshing, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your renewing,  
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your equipping,  
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your empowering, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
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Confession and Absolution 

The Spirit of the Lord fills the world and knows our every word and deed. 
Let us then open ourselves to the Lord and confess our sins in penitence and 
faith. 
 
We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 

We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
 Christ, have mercy. 
 Christ, have mercy. 
 

We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 

The priest says 

May the God of love and power  
forgive you and free you from your sins,  
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,  
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
 

Gloria in Excelsis     

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God’s people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High  
Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
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The Collect  (prayer of the day) 

Almighty God, 
at the feast of Pentecost 
you sent your Holy Spirit to the disciples, 
filling them with joy and boldness to preach the gospel: 
empower us with that same Spirit 
to witness to your redeeming love 
and draw all people to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

Opening the Scriptures 
The readings come from different parts of the Bible: different perspectives on the great story of 
God’s presence and purpose among us. In the psalm we respond with the ancient words of 
prayer of God’s people. The sermon adds to our own reflections on the readings, and then we 
respond by affirming the faith. We bring our prayers for the world and the Church, trusting 
that all things and all people are in God’s hands.  
 
First Reading:  

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to   
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from 
every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was 
bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed 
and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that 
we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 
the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of 
power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But 
others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ But Peter, standing with the eleven, 
raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be 
known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 
only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: “In 
the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will 
pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven above 
and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to 
darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.  
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Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.                                             (2.1-21) 
 

Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 

Lord, how various are your works: in wisdom you have made them all, and the 
earth is full of your creatures. 

There is the wide, immeasurable sea: there move living things without 
number, great and small; 

There go the ships, to and fro: and there is that Leviathan whom you formed to 
sport in the deep. 

These all look to you: to give them their food in due season. 
When you give it to them, they gather it: when you open your hand they are 

satisfied with good things. 
When you hide your face, they are troubled: when you take away their 

breath, they die and return to their dust. 
When you send forth your spirit they are created: and you renew the face of 

the earth. 
May the glory of the Lord endure for ever: may the Lord rejoice in his 

works. 
If he look upon the earth, it shall tremble: if he but touch the mountains, they 

shall smoke. 
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live: I will praise my God while I have 

any being. 
May my meditation be pleasing to him: for my joy shall be in the Lord.(104.26-36) 

 

Second Reading:  

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 

 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 
uninformed.  You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols 
that could not speak.  Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of 
God ever says ‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy 
Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;  and there are varieties of services, 
but the same Lord;  and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates 
all of them in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance 
of knowledge according to the same Spirit,  to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 
gifts of healing by the one Spirit,  to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 
another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to 
each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.  For just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ.  For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.                                                                  (1 C 12.1-13) 
 

Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Hymn  417: Loving Spirit, loving spirit  
 (found in the red hymn book Together in Song) 
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The Gospel 

Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people and kindle in them the 
fire of your love. Alleluia. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

A reading from the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  After he said this, he showed them his hands and 
his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, 
‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’  When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’                         (20.19-23) 

 

For the Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Sermon 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

Let us together affirm the faith of our baptism: 
I believe in God,  
the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ,  
God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
from there he will come  
to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 

Let us pray for all people and for the Church throughout the world. 
 

The prayers may include this or another response: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude with our Parish Prayer 

God of this ancient land, holy beyond time and place, 
you search us out and name us your beloved children. 
Work in us to fulfil your longing and compassion for every person. 
Send your Spirit to renew our life, 
and give us courage to rise and follow where Jesus calls. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Greeting of Peace 

God has made us one in Christ. 
He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, 
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 
 
 

The peace of the risen Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Everyone is invited to turn to those around, and offer a greeting of peace from where you 
stand. Offerings of money or groceries can be placed in the basket/box provided. 

 
 

Celebrating at the Lord’s table 
In the Great Thanksgiving, the priest voices the prayer of the whole assembly, recalling the 
mighty acts of God, Jesus’ saving death and resurrection, and his last meal with his friends. 
The prayer calls on the Holy Spirit to make Christ present in our sharing of bread and wine, 
and to remake us as Christ’s body in the world. We respond with the Lord’s Prayer, as the 
crucified and risen Jesus prays anew through us. 
Our sharing is a gift of grace, a communion with Jesus and with each other. There is a place 
here for each and every person. 

 
 

Offertory Hymn  412: God sends us his Spirit to befriend and help us  
 (found in the red hymn book Together in Song) 

 
 

Prayer over the gifts 

God of all goodness and grace, receive the gifts we offer; 
and grant that our whole life may give you glory and praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.    
 And also with you.   
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

The priest prays on behalf of all, praising God for God’s mighty acts. All respond: 

...to proclaim the glory of your name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Last Supper is recalled, including Jesus’ command to continue sharing bread and wine: in memory 
of him, and proclaiming his death and resurrection. All respond:   

...we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 

The prayer calls on God’s blessing and looks to the fulfilling of all things within the goodness of God, 
and concludes: 

...all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Looking for the coming of his kingdom, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.    Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread and the Communion 

The priest breaks the bread and says 

The disciples knew the Lord Jesus 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 
 

The bread which we break, alleluia, 
is the communion of the body of Christ. 
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 
 

We are one body, alleluia,  
for though many, we share one bread. 
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 
 
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Come, let us celebrate the 
feast. Draw near with faith, to feed on Christ in your hearts with thanksgiving. 
Alleluia! 

 
 
Everyone is invited to share communion or receive a blessing. Children who have been 
baptised are welcome to share communion. All the communion bread will have wine added to 
it, but if you also wish to drink from the cup then please remain and it will be brought to you. 
If you would prefer not to share communion but to receive a personal blessing, please 
indicate when the minister comes to you. 
 
 

While communion is being shared, we sing: 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Break me, melt me, mould me, fill me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.  

Words: Daniel Iverson (1926) 
© 1935, 1963 Birdwing Music (ASCAP) . All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License A-728557. 

 
 

Going into the world 
The Eucharist is food for the journey of faith, whatever awaits us as we go out to the rest of 
our lives. We have been renewed, transformed, and blessed: now we take that blessing to share 
with others, in our words and actions, our hearts and lives.  
‘The Eucharist never ends—it must be lived.’ 
 
 

Notices 
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Post-Communion Prayer 

Giver of life and love,    Most loving God,  
we thank you that in this heavenly banquet you send us into the world you 
you invigorate and renew us.        love. 
Living in the unity of the Spirit,   Give us grace to go thankfully 
may we boldly use your gifts        and with courage 
to continue your work in the world.  in the power of your Spirit. 

 
 

Recessional Hymn 411: Filled with the Spirit’s power (St Eanswythe’s) 
 572: O Thou who camest from above (St Clement’s)  
 (found in the red hymn book Together in Song) 

 
 

Blessing and Sending out 

God stir up within you the gift of the Spirit that you may confess Jesus Christ 
as Lord and proclaim the joy of the everlasting gospel wherever you may be;  
 

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be upon you and remain with you always.  Amen.   
 
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

For our Prayers This Week 

The world and nation: For the people in Italy 
suffering from the recent floods.
 

The Church: 
World Council of Churches: Angola and 
Mozambique. 
 

For Christians who are facing persecution 
and martyrdom, and for those who pray and 
grieve for them. 
 

Anglican Church of Australia: The Diocese 
of Wangaratta (Bp Clarence Bester, Clergy 
& People).  
Diocese of Melbourne: Christ Church South 
Yarra (Incumbency vacant, Emily Fraser). 
  

Agencies supported by our parish:  
Newport Outlets—a local cooperative 
offering adult education and social support 
programs. 
 

Our parish & community: For God’s 
guidance, love and care of our people. 
Holding our incumbency committee in our 

prayers as they pray and meditate about our 
future parish needs. 
 

Those with particular needs at this time:  
Denise, Stuart, Hannah, Anthony, Carol, 
James, Toby, Peter, Lewis, Christopher,  
Maria and Kay. 
 

The communion of saints:  
Year’s mind: Dorothy Smith, Bill Rice 
Ian James Scarlett (29), Eileen Eudey, 
Jane Nicholas (30), Margaret Starbrook, 
Ruth Lord (31), Betty Douglas,  

June Geering (2/6). 
 

 
To add a name to the public 
pew sheet prayer list, for 
those needing prayers now 
or to be remembered on the 
anniversary of their death, 
please contact one of  
the clergy or parish office. 
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  A Message from Rev’d Dave Thompson 

Hello to you all! I enjoy Pentecost and I like the symbols of the Christian Pentecost 
representing the Holy Spirit as: flames, wind, the breath of God and even a dove! I 
still enjoy reading Acts 2 about the experience of the Apostles when they were 
attending the festival of Shavout (the giving or sealing of the 10 Commandments) 
and they had this incredible experience that we still celebrate to this day. Pentecost 
is a special day for any Christian, as for some it is a celebration of the church and its 
mission. For others such as the Pentecostal churches emphasise the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit being made available for edification. Whilst there are many gifts of the spirit, 
Anglicans tend to emphasise wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Inward strength, 
knowledge, True Godliness, fear of the Lord (as in respect) of-which we highlight in 
our catechumen studies when preparing for Confirmation. In all understandings the 
aim seems to be about lifting us beyond our own self perceptions and empowering us 
to do God’s will. What is it that God wants us to do? Well that my friends is a 
discussion we can spend more time discerning. Grace & Blessings to you all!  
                                                                                                ~ Rev’d Dave Thompson 

Sunday 28 May 
8:30am Holy Eucharist, St Clement’s 
10:30am Sung Eucharist, St Eanswythe’s 
1pm Te Hakari Tapu, St Eanswythe’s 
5pm Evening Eucharist, St Clement’s 
 

Tuesday - Friday 
10:30am-2:30pm Op Shop open 
 

Tuesday 30 May  
10am Tiddlers Playgroup, St Eanswythe’s 
 

Wednesday 31 May 
9:30am Holy Eucharist, St Clement’s 

Thursday 1 June 
10am Holy Eucharist, St Eanswythe’s 
 

Friday 2 June 
9am Morning Prayer, St Eanswythe’s 
9:30am  St Clement’s Playgroup 
 

Sunday 4 June (Trinity Sunday) 
8:30am Holy Eucharist, St Clement’s 
10:30am Sung Eucharist, St Eanswythe’s 
1pm Te Hakari Tapu, St Eanswythe’s 
5pm Evening Eucharist, St Clement’s 

This Week in our Parish 

Eucharist Readings for this Week 

READINGS: 
Take some time to prepare for worship together by exploring the readings beforehand.  
 

    Sirach 36.1 (2-3) 4-5; Psalm 79.8-13; Mark 10.35-42  

    Sirach 42.15-25; Psalm 33.1-8; Mark 10.46-52  

    Exodus 34.1-8; Song of 3YM 29-34; 2 Corinthians 13.11-13; Matthew 28.16-20 
 

MORNING PRAYER:  
Morning Prayer is shared at St Eanswythe’s on Friday. Everyone is welcome. 


