
A N G L I C A N  PAR I S H  O F  A L T O N A / L A V E R T O N  
 

St Eanswythe’s Altona 

St Clement’s Altona Meadows 
 O Te Wairua Tapu Ki Poipiripi 

 
 

To proclaim God’s love and life in Christ: 
growing in faith  serving others  nurturing a common life 

 
 

25th June 2023 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

8:30am St Clement’s  ::  10:30am St Eanswythe’s  ::  1:00pm Te Wairua Tapu 

 

Wominjeka  ::  Haere mai 

Welcome

 

Our parish lies on the country of the Kulin nation. We recognise and honour the Indigenous 
custodians of this land over countless generations, and we pay our respects to their elders, 
past and present.  We commit ourselves to the path of reconciliation, justice and healing 
(including to Pay The Rent to local First Nations people). 
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Gathering in God’s name 
We meet in God’s name, as God’s people—children of God in all our rich diversity, with all 
that we carry from the complexity of our lives. 
We turn to God in praise and prayer; this includes recalling all that has separated us from 
God, and claiming the love and forgiveness that is always held out to us.  
The Collect then ‘collects’ these prayers and turns our attention towards the Bible readings 
which will follow. 
 
Opening Hymn  204 Come let us join our cheerful songs  
 (found in the red hymn book Together in Song) 

 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Prayer of Preparation  

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

Confession and Absolution 

‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, 

 

And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in God’s forgiven 
Merciful God, 
our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
and in what we have failed to do: 
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 we have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
Father, forgive us. 
Strengthen us to love and obey you 
in newness of life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: 
pardon you and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.  

 
The Collect  (prayer of the day) 

Gracious God, 
we who were baptised into Christ Jesus 
were baptised into his death: 
we pray that, as you raised him from death, 
so by the power of the Holy Spirit we may live the new life to your glory, 
knowing ourselves to be dead in sin 
but alive for you in Jesus Christ; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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            Opening the Scriptures 
First Reading:  

A reading from the book of Genesis (21.8-21) 
 

The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was 
weaned.  But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, 
playing with her son Isaac.  So she said to Abraham, ‘Cast out this slave woman with her son; 
for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.’  The matter was 
very distressing to Abraham on account of his son.  But God said to Abraham, ‘Do not be 
distressed because of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, 
do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named after you.  As for the 
son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.’  So 
Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, 
putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and 
wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.  When the water in the skin was gone, she 
cast the child under one of the bushes.  Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way 
off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she said, ‘Do not let me look on the death of the 
child.’ And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept.  And God heard the 
voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, ‘What 
troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy where he 
is.  Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great nation of 
him.’  Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin 
with water, and gave the boy a drink.  God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the 
wilderness, and became an expert with the bow.  He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his 
mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 
 

Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
      
Psalm: (86.1-10, 16-17) 

Incline your ear to me, O God, and answer me: for I am poor and in misery. 
Preserve my life, for I am faithful: My God, save your servant who trusts in 

you. 
Be merciful to me, O Lord: for I call to you all the day long. 
O make glad the soul of your servant: for I put my hope in you, O Lord. 
For you, Lord, are good and forgiving: of great and continuing kindness to all who 

call upon you. 
Hear my prayer, O Lord: and give heed to the voice of my supplication. 
In the day of my trouble I call upon you: for you will surely answer. 
Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord: nor are there any deeds like 

yours. 
All the nations you have made shall come and worship before you: O Lord, they 

shall glorify your name. 
For you are great and do marvellous things: and you alone are God. 
Turn to me and be merciful, give your strength to your servant: and save the child of 

your handmaid. 
Show me some token of your goodness: that those who hate me may see it and 

be ashamed, because you, Lord, are my helper and my comforter. 
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Second Reading:  

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans (6.1-11) 
 

What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound?  By no 
means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it?  Do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  Therefore we have been 
buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  For if we have been 
united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection 
like his.  We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin.  For whoever has died is freed from 
sin.  But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  We know 
that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion 
over him.  The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to 
God.  So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.   
 

Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 
 
Gradual Hymn  656 Jesus my Lord, let me be near you  
 (found in the red hymn book Together in Song) 

 
The Gospel: 

Alleluia. Alleluia 
The kingdom of God is near: repent and believe the good news! 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew (10.24-39) 
 

‘A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is enough for the 
disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master 
of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! ‘So have 
no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret 
that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you 
hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.  
Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
unperceived by your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be 
afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. ‘Everyone therefore who acknowledges 
me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies 
me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. ‘Do not think that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have 
come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-
law against her mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son 
or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and 
follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake will find it.     
 

 

For the Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God,                                                                                                                                                           
the Father, the Almighty,                                                                                                                                       
maker of heaven and earth,                                                                                                      
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,                                                                                        
the only Son of God,                                                                                                                                          
eternally begotten of the Father,                                                                                               
God from God, Light from Light,                                                                                              
true God from true God,                                                                                                         
begotten, not made,                                                                                                                                             
of one Being with the Father.                                                                                                   
through him all things were made.                                                                                            
For us men and for our salvation                                                                                             
he came down from heaven:                                                                                                    
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,                                                                        
and became truly human.                                                                                                         
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;                                                                          
he suffered death and was buried.                                                                                            
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;                                                            
he ascended into heaven                                                                                                                                  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.                                                                               
He will come again in glory to judge                                                                                         
the living and the dead,                                                                                                                               
and his kingdom will have no end.                                                                                            
We believe in the Holy Spirit,                                                                                                  
the Lord, the giver of life,                                                                                                                              
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.                                                                                    
With the Father and the Son                                                                                                     
he is worshipped and glorified.                                                                                                 
who has spoken through the Prophets.                                                                                         
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.                                                                        
We acknowledge one baptism for the                                                                                           
forgiveness of Sins.                                                                                                                                                      
We look for the resurrection of the dead,                                                                                    
and the life of the world to come. Amen 
     
The Prayers of the People 

Let us pray for all people and for the Church throughout the world. 
 

The prayers may include this or another response: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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The prayers conclude with our Parish Prayer 
 

God of this ancient land, holy beyond time and place, 
you search us out and name us your beloved children. 
Work in us to fulfil your longing and compassion for every person. 
Send your Spirit to renew our life, 
and give us courage to rise and follow where Jesus calls. Amen. 
 

The Greeting of Peace 

God has made us one in Christ. 
He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, 

has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 
 
 

The peace of the risen Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Everyone is invited to turn to those around, and offer a greeting of peace from where you 
stand. Offerings of money or groceries can be placed in the basket/box provided. 
 

Celebrating at the Lord’s table 
In the Great Thanksgiving, the priest voices the prayer of the whole assembly, recalling the 
mighty acts of God, Jesus’ saving death and resurrection, and his last meal with his friends. 
The prayer calls on the Holy Spirit to make Christ present in our sharing of bread and wine, 
and to remake us as Christ’s body in the world. We respond with the Lord’s Prayer, as the 
crucified and risen Jesus prays anew through us. 
Our sharing is a gift of grace, a communion with Jesus and with each other. There is a place 
here for each and every person. 

 
Offertory Hymn  259 Among us and before us, Lord, you stand  
 (found in the red hymn book Together in Song) 

 
Prayer over the gifts 

God of all goodness and grace, receive the gifts we offer; 
and grant that our whole life may give you glory and praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.    
 And also with you.   
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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The priest prays on behalf of all, praising God for God’s mighty acts. All respond: 
 

...to proclaim the glory of your name, for ever praising you and saying: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Last Supper is recalled, including Jesus’ command to continue sharing bread and wine: in memory 
of him, and proclaiming his death and resurrection. All respond:  
  

...we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 
The prayer calls on God’s blessing and looks to the fulfilling of all things within the goodness of God, 
and concludes: 
 

...all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Looking for the coming of his kingdom, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
 
We who are many are one body 
For we all share in the one bread 
 

             Jesus Lamb of God , have mercy on us. 
           Jesus bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus redeemer of the world, grant us your peace 
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The Breaking of the Bread and the Communion 

The priest breaks the bread and says 
 

The disciples knew the Lord Jesus 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 
The bread which we break, alleluia, 
is the communion of the body of Christ. 
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 

We are one body, alleluia,  
for though many, we share one bread. 
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Come, let us celebrate the 
feast. Draw near with faith, to feed on Christ in your hearts with thanksgiving. 
Alleluia! 

          Jesus bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
          Jesus redeemer of the world, grant us your peace 
 
Everyone is invited to share communion or receive a blessing. Children who have been 
baptised are welcome to share communion. All the communion bread will have wine added to 
it, but if you also wish to drink from the cup then please remain and it will be brought to you. 
If you would prefer not to share communion but to receive a personal blessing, please 
indicate when the minister comes to you. 

 
While communion is being shared, we sing: (hymn 741) 
 
 O Lord, hear my prayer,  
 O Lord hear my prayer:  
 when I call answer me. 
 O Lord hear my prayer, 
 O Lord hear my prayer. 
     Come and listen to me. 
 

Going into the world 
The Eucharist is food for the journey of faith, whatever awaits us as we go out to the rest of 
our lives. We have been renewed, transformed, and blessed: now we take that blessing to share 
with others, in our words and actions, our hearts and lives.  
‘The Eucharist never ends—it must be lived.’ 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 

Giver of life and love,    Most loving God,  
we thank you that in this heavenly banquet you send us into the world you 
you invigorate and renew us.        love. 
Living in the unity of the Spirit,   Give us grace to go thankfully 
may we boldly use your gifts        and with courage 
to continue your work in the world.  in the power of your Spirit. 

Taize Community (1991) 
All rights reserved.  

Reprinted under One License A-728557. 
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Recessional Hymn 658 I, the Lord of sea and sky   
   (found in the red hymn book Together in Song) 

    
Blessing and Sending out 

God stir up within you the gift of the Spirit that you may confess Jesus Christ 
as Lord and proclaim the joy of the everlasting gospel wherever you may be;  

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be upon you and remain with you always.  Amen.   
 
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!                                                                     
 
Prayer of the Week. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, 
you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, 
and give more than either we desire or deserve: 
pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, 
forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, 
and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to ask, 
save through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, 
your Son our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Notices 

5.00pm Service at St Clement’s: This service is continuing in an exciting new  
direction, everyone is welcome so please come and join us. 

Reflective Bible Study for 2023: First Wednesday of the month for the remainder of 
the year at St Eanswythe’s meeting room at 7.30 pm. Next one is on the 5th July. 

What I say to you in the 
dark, tell in the light 
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 A Message from Rev’d Dave Thompson 

This weeks’ readings continue with some very challenging remarks. I am reminded 
what Dom Helder Camara Archbishop of Recife in Brazil stated following many 
challenging experiences: “When I feed the poor, they call me a saint, but when I ask 
why the poor are hungry, they call me a communist.” Matthew 10 this week contin-
ues naming the challenging experiences of discipleship and ministry. When Matthew 
mentions Jesus words: brother against father….daughter against mother etc…..he is 
illustrating to us how the disciples would face tensions in providing the ministry they 
had been given. This is because it challenged the accepted views….Their ministry 
will compete and inevitably cause tension with much of the social, structures and 
beliefs that were a part of life in the 1st century. The economic, religious and social 
structures that caused and tolerated neglect and abuse; systems that tolerated injus-
tice that caused people to suffer were going to be challenged by the disciples carry-
ing out Jesus’ ministry. The world of the 1st century was a difficult place, especially 
for the poor and the marginalised – it was a difficult place for the sick, the malnour-
ished, the widow and the outsider – those living on the very edges of society. These 
people drew a compassionate response from Jesus. And so in the call of the disciples 
(in Matthew chapter 10) – and in their commissioning we see the disciples being in-
structed to proclaim that the kingdom is near – not just in words, but in actions, to set 
Jesus ministry as the priority where those groups of people who may have tradition-
ally missed-out are to receive some benefit.  
 

The disciples calling plunges them between two world-views and there will be 
sparks! The compassion of Jesus ministry to ease the ‘yoke and burdens’ and change 
the circumstance of people…and the systems within society that benefited from the 
way things are. The scene is being set for some confrontations. May God Bless you. 
Regards: ~Dave 

Parish Contact List 

www. anglicanaltlav.org.au 

parish@anglicanaltlav.org.au | PO Box 48, Altona, VIC 3018 

Locum:  The Rev’d Dave Thompson   

 (mobile) 0431 041 555 

 (email) dthompson@melbourneanglican.org.au 
 

Assistant Priest and Maori Minister:  

 The  Rev’d Danny McRoberts   

 (mobile) 0448 841 196 

 (email) dann.mcroberts@gmail.com 
 

Church Wardens: Lily Griffin, Scott Pitcher and Soon Ghee Yap 
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For our Prayers This Week 

The world and nation: For the students that 
have been killed at a school in western 
Uganda by rebels  

 

The Church: 
World Council of Churches: Kenya and 
Tanzania. 
 

For Christians who are facing persecution 
and martyrdom, and for those who pray and 
grieve for them. 
 

Anglican Church of Australia: The Diocese 
of Central Queensland (Bishop Peter Grice, 
Clergy & People). 
 

Diocese of Melbourne:  St Andrew's 
Anglican Church Aberfeldie (Michael 
Danaher). 
 

Agencies supported by our parish:  
Welcome West Wagon – providing support 
to asylum seekers in the western suburbs.   
 

Our parish & community: For God’s 
guidance, love and care of our people. 
Holding our incumbency committee in our 
prayers as they pray and meditate about our 
future parish needs. 
 

Those with particular needs at this time:  
Denise, Stuart, Hannah, Anthony, Carol, 
James, Toby, Peter, Lewis, Christopher,  
Maria, Kay, Jeanette.  
 

The communion of saints:  
Year’s mind: Harry Harradence (26), 
Maureen Fiscaline (28), Ron Hewson (29), 
Jean Barger (29), Colin Smith (30). 
 

 
To add a name to the public pew 
sheet prayer list, for those needing 
prayers now or to be remembered 
on the anniversary of their death, 
please contact the clergy or parish 
office. 

Sunday 25 June: 4th Sunday after 
Pentecost 

8:30am Holy Eucharist, St Clement’s 
10:30am Sung Eucharist, St Eanswythe’s 
1pm Te Hakari Tapu, St Eanswythe’s   
5pm Evening prayer St Clement’s 
 

 Tuesday - Friday 
10:30am-2:30pm Op Shop open 
 

 

Wednesday 28 June 
9:30am Holy Eucharist, St Clement’s 
 

Thursday 29 June 
10am Holy Eucharist, St Eanswythe’s 
 

Friday 30 June 
9am Morning Prayer, St Eanswythe’s 
 

Sunday 2 July: 5th Sunday after 
Pentecost 

8:30am Holy Eucharist, St Clement’s 
10:30am Sung Eucharist, St Eanswythe’s 
1pm Te Hakari Tapu, St Eanswythe’s 
5pm Evening Prayer, St Clement’s 

This Week in our Parish 

Eucharist Readings for this Week 

   Genesis 15.1-18; Psalm 105.1-7; Matthew 7.15-20 

    Acts 12.1-11; Psalm 87; 2 Timothy 4.6-8, 17-18; John 21.15-22 

    Genesis 22.1-14; Psalm 13, 16-17; Romans 6.12-23; Matthew 10.40-42 


